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UTILITY SERVICE PARTNERS

How long has the company been in business?
The company was originally formed in 1998 within
Columbia Energy to provide service line warranties for its
utility customers. USP was formed in September 2003 to
purchase Columbia Service Partners from Columbia Energy.
USP continues to expand the product offerings and grow the
business through city and utility partnerships. USP is a proud
member of the Better Business Bureau.

PROGRAM

Is this program available everywhere?
The NLC Service Line Warranty Program will be introduced
throughout the contiguous United States in phases over the
next 18 months. Please see our National Roll-Out Schedule
map for details regarding your state.

How are our citizens notified of the program?
USP mails each resident a campaign letter which outlines
the cities’ endorsement, followed by a reminder letter two
weeks later to ensure the highest response rate. USP only
solicits through direct mail — no telemarketing is ever
employed. All homeowners will have the option to enroll in
the program, regardless of the age of their residence. 

What cooperation will be needed from the cities?
USP desires to enter into a co-branded marketing services
agreement with each city. The agreement provides for the
use of the city name/logo, in conjunction with USP’s logo,
on marketing materials sent to citizens. The city is endorsing
USP as the service provider for the warranty program. 

When do you solicit residents?
Through the years, we have found the optimal times to invite
citizens to participate are in the Spring and Fall of each year.

Does NLC or USP sell or rent the personal
information of residents that enroll in the program?
No. Neither the NLC nor USP will sell or rent the names of
prospective customers or participants.

How much does the resident pay for this service?
Each warranty is sold separately and the price range is
generally between $4 and $5 a month per product. 

BENEFITS

How much will residents save by using the warranty
program?
While costs for water line and sewer line repairs can vary,
the average cost of repairing a broken water line or sewer
line may range from $1,200 to over $3,500.  

Will this program cost the city any money?
Not a cent. USP pays for all marketing materials and
program administration. Furthermore, USP will pay the city
a royalty for every resident that participates in the program! 

What benefit does the city receive from endorsing
these programs?
By endorsing the USP programs, the city is able to reduce
resident’s frustration over utility line failures by bringing
them low-cost service options. 96% of survey respondents
say that their image of the city is enhanced because the
warranty program is offered as a service by the city. These
programs also generate extra revenue for the city through
the royalty that is paid by USP to the city. Finally our
programs help to stimulate the local economy. USP only
uses local contractors to complete the repairs which helps
to keep the dollars in the local community.

RESPONSIBILITIES

Who administers the program?
Utility Service Partners (USP) administers the program and
is responsible for all aspects of the program including
marketing, billing, customer service, and performing all
repairs to local code.

What are the city’s responsibilities?
We ask each city to work with USP to provide the
following; 1) a copy of the city seal, if available, for the
solicitation letterhead 2) the city’s return address for outer
envelope (this ensures a high “open-rate”) 3) the name, title
and signature sample of the designated solicitation signor
and 4) the appropriate zip codes of the city to allow USP
to purchase a mailing list of the residents.

Why does the city have to provide a city seal,
address and signature?
We have found that while the letter is written in such a manner
as to leave no doubt that it is a USP program (the USP logo is
on the enrollment form), the city address drives a very high
“open-rate” and the city seal and signature lend credibility
to the offer, thus driving a much higher enrollment rate.
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Will we get a lot of calls from citizens when they
get the letter?
A press release provided by USP and issued prior to the first
mailing will help alleviate citizen concerns, which should
result in nominal calls to city hall.

PRODUCTS

How will citizens know what is covered?
All customers receive a set of terms and conditions upon
enrollment in a utility warranty program. They have 30 days
from the date of enrollment to cancel and receive a full refund.

What items are included as part of the water line
warranty?
The external water warranty covers the underground service
line from the point of connection to the city main line to the
water meter. It also covers the underground service line
between the water meter and the exterior foundation of the
home. If any part of the line is broken and leaking, USP will
repair or replace the line in order to restore the service.
Coverage caps listed in the terms & conditions are per
occurrence as follows:

$4,000 plus an additional $500 for public 
sidewalk cutting, if necessary

What items are included as part of the sewer line
warranty?
The external sewer line warranty covers the underground
service line from the point of connection to the city main line to
the point of entry to the home. If any part of the line is broken
and leaking, USP will repair or replace the line in order to
restore the service. Coverage caps listed in the terms &
conditions are per occurrence as follows:

$4,000 plus an additional $4,000 for public 
street cutting, if necessary

The Coverage Cap looks adequate but is there an
annual or lifetime restriction on how much you will
pay to repair?
No. Unlike some other warranties available, we provide you
with the full coverage per incident. We will pay up to your
coverage amount each and every time you need us. We do
not deduct prior repair expense from your coverage cap or
limit the amount we will pay annually.

Doesn't Homeowner’s Insurance cover this type 
of repair?
Typically, no. Most homeowner policies will pay to repair the
damage created by failed utility lines but they generally do
not pay to repair the actual broken pipes or lines. We
encourage you to call your insurance company to determine
your actual coverage.

Is soil movement due to ground shifting covered?
Yes, ground shifting is one of the major causes for water line
breaks. If the line is broken and leaking, the repair is
covered under the warranty. 

Who replaces landscaping if damaged?
USP will provide basic restoration to the site. This includes
filling in the holes, mounding the trench (to allow for settling)
and raking and seeding the affected area. Restoration does
not include replacing trees or shrubs or repairing private
paved/concrete surfaces. This is outlined in the terms &
conditions sent to the customer.

What building codes will you adhere to? 
If the line is broken and leaking, USP will repair or replace
the leaking portion of the line according to the current code.
However, USP is not responsible for bringing working lines
up to code that are not in need of repair.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Will a citizen have a long hold time when
reporting a claim? 
No. Repair calls receive the highest priority and are
answered 24/7. Repair calls are connected to a live agent
through a voice recognition unit (VRU). 

Will the customer always get a live operator when
they call?
Yes. Customers are directed to select to speak with either a
service or claims agent and will then be directed to a live
Agent. 

What is the claims process?
Program participants call a toll-free USP number to file a
claim. USP selects the contractor, who is required to contact
the customer within one hour of receiving the job to schedule
a time to begin the repairs. Typically, repairs are completed
within 24 hours. Emergencies receive priority handling.

CONTRACTORS

Who performs the repair work?
USP retains local, professional plumbers to perform all the
service line repair work.

How selective are you when choosing contractors
to conduct repairs?
USP only selects contractors who share our commitment to
excellence in customer service. Scorecards are maintained
for each contractor, tracking the customer satisfaction rating
for work performed. Customer feedback is shared with 
our contractors and any contractor with a low customer
satisfaction rating is removed from the network.   
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